AN Wasteway Rehabilitation Project
The Pondera County Conservation District was awarded a $69,000 grant from the Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) Section 319(h) Federal Clean Water Act grant program. This grant is providing funds to construct a new irrigation infrastructure on the Pondera County Canal & Reservoir Company’s (PCCRC) AN-Canal System to prevent severe bank erosion & sedimentation from further affecting the Marias River and its tributaries.  A site assessment of the project site conducted in Sept 2006 concluded that the erosive nature of bank along the wasteway will likely continue to increase over time. Implementation of this project will retain approximately 275 acre-feet of irrigation water each year.

The AN-Wasteway Rehabilitation project was selected due to the amount of erosion that has occurred, the amount of agricultural land and infrastructure affected by continued erosion and potential for improved water quality.  Estimates of historic erosion & subsequent sedimentation are estimated at 35,000 cubic yards.

The project includes construction of a new irrigation infrastructure as well as expanding an existing reservoir. By expanding the reservoir, water will be conveyed from the wasteway for storage and irrigation of nearby property.  No excess water is expected to flow beyond the downstream water users, eliminating high suspended solids water from entering the Marias River.

Morrison-Maierle, Inc., based in Helena, is the consulting engineer for the project. Much of the work is being completed by the PCCRC. Construction began in Nov 2007 was completed by Spring 2008. Water sampling, which began Fall 2007 this fall, will continue through Summer 2008.

This grant is sponsored by the Pondera County Conservation District and is supported by the Marias River Watershed Group.
