The Pugsley Bridge is located on the Marias River 4.43 river miles downstream from Tiber Dam and Lake Elwell in Liberty County of Montana. The bridge is historically significant as one of the few remaining steel cable suspension bridges in the United States and is an important link for landowner and recreational access to that area of the Marias River.
The river flow around the north support of the bridge is creating downstream erosion of the riverbank that parallels the road. Sediment buildup immediately below the bridge is creating an island with the potential for changing the location of the river channel.

An alternative analysis was completed in May, 2006 by Great Western Engineering and the Marias River Watershed Technical Advisory Committee (MRW-TAC).  A preferred solution was selected and funding has been secured to provide engineering and construction design and specifications.  Additional funding may be available for actual construction of the project. It is anticipated that at least 6 structures will have to be placed in the river, tapering downward from the bank to stem the erosion. The streambank will be planted with the appropriate vegetation upon completion of construction. This solution has the least negative impact to the channel itself and leaves the existing channel essentially in place.
By eliminating the continued erosion of valuable agricultural ground, the project will enhance in-stream habitat for a cold-water fishery, and rebuild lost riparian habitat.  The project will result in cleaner water, a stronger riverine ecosystem, protection of a historic landmark, and maintenance of a public access for recreational purposes.  

