Russian Olive Removal Demonstration Project

Brief Project Summary: The project proposal is to select several sites in Upper and Lower Marias River area to remove Russian Olives in the riparian area by mechanical and chemical methods. Those areas will then be replanted with native shrubs and bushes to provide food and habitat for birds and animals, The project will enable the MRW to develop a public relations awareness and educational program to inform landowners and area stakeholders about the invasive species project, and comply with the recent H.R.2720 Bill calling for assessing the extent of salt cedar and olive trees in the western United States.


This project will demonstrate innovative, effective, and affordable Russian Olive removal that can be used as a model to expand into a full scale project on the entire Marias River. Some of the questions to be answered are:

· Costs – chemical controls, cutting, heavy equipment removal techniques.

· Disposal options for removed trees.

· Benefits to fisheries by creating habitat bundles for placing in the Marias River or Lake Elwell.

· Determine need and cost to replace Russian Olive with native vegetation. 

· Analysis of crew and equipment requirements for maximum efficiency.

· Logistical solutions for crew transportation in limited access areas.

· Establish base water quality riparian habitat monitoring in heavily infested Russian Olive areas for comparing pre- and post-project conditions. 

