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The next regular MRW 
Quarterly Meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday 
January 5 at 1:00pm, 
Marias River Electric, 
Shelby 

Conservation District 
Contacts: 
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ext.  101 

Liberty 406-759-5778    
ext. 102 

Toole 406-434-5234       
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Big Sandy 406-378-2298  
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This newsletter was   
compiled and edited     
by Kody Farkell,     
PCCD Administrator 

The Montana Noxious Weed List is allowed by Administrative Rule from the Montana Depart-
ment of Agriculture (MDA). The weed list is an ever-changing document, and is tied to the 
county weed law. Adherence to Montana Administrative Rule process is required to adopt weed 
list changes.  The weed rules have been sent to the Secretary of State for filing on November 2, 
2009.  Rule changes will be filed with any comments on December 14. 

The system of categorizing noxious weeds was determined to be inadequate to address invasive 
plants in Montana.  The category system of listing noxious weeds in Montana was designed at 
the origination of the noxious weed list, and was appropriate for the few weeds addressed.  Over 
the years, the weed list has grown, aquatic plants have been added, and needs have changed. As 
a result, the category system no longer points towards the environmental and economic consid-
erations invasive plants are evaluated against.  The priority classification system was developed 
by the MDA with the assistance of a weed listing working group.  This committee is made up of 
professionals from the Montana Weed Control Association, geographic area representatives of 
the states weed districts, state and federal agencies, the Native Plant Society, and botanists and 
other scientific experts from the state’s university system. 

The restructuring of the weed list to a prioritization system will respond more readily to the vari-
ety of plants that now threaten Montana’s diverse ecosystems.  It also reflects the reality faced 
by weed districts; counties have tight budgets, and weed control efforts must be prioritized to 
respond to the invasive species that are the uppermost threat on a local level. 

Noxious weed reclassification and the shift of existing weeds on the list from the category sys-
tem to a priority system warrant no change financially.  Russian olive will be listed as a regu-
lated plant, providing for management in riparian areas, while allowing existing windbreaks and 
upland game habitat to remain.  Listing cheatgrass as a regulated plant will acknowledge that it 
is a problem, and allow MDA to fund education and awareness of the invasive nature and detri-
ment to the environment that this plant presents.  As a priority 3 weed, it will not create an un-
due burden on Montana seed producers.  The addition of new weeds to the list will have an im-
pact on the nursery and aquarium trades, but that will be insignificant compared to the potential 
cost of control if these plants are allowed to continue to invade Montana unchecked.  See list on 
the following page... 

NOXIOUS WEED CATEGORIZATION CHANGES 
By Tonda Moon, MT Dept of Ag  Weed Specialist 

MARIAS RIVER WATERSHED EDUCATION COMMITTEE UPDATE  

The Marias River Watershed (MRW) Education Committee has been discussing several pro-
jects for the upcoming year.  Recently, the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) installed two infor-
mation kiosks at Sanford Park.  The BOR is willing to allow the watershed group to add infor-
mation to the signs.  The committee has discussed erecting similar signs at other launch sites; 
potentially Sullivan Bridge, Moffatt Bridge, Circle Bridge, and Pugsley Bridge.  General infor-
mation to be placed on the signs would consist of reminders such as no cell service, respect land 
ownership, check seasonal flows & weather, note next public access point, and noxious weed 
spread prevention.  Grant funds will be sought to cover cost of the signs. 

Con’t on Page 2 
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The MRW is currently running a contest 
for a logo design.  The prize for the win-
ning design will be $100.  Submissions 
must be on an 8.5”x11” sheet of paper and 
contain no more that four colors.  Deadline 
for submission is December 31.  For more 
information, or to submit your entry, con-
tact your local conservation district.   

The possibility of hosting a weed pull is 
tentatively being planned by the MRW 
group as an event for alternating years in 
which the Marias River Basin Weed Con-
trol Assoc. does not hold their float trip and 
weed tour.  Watch for updates next spring. 

The annual meeting for the MRW is sched-
uled for January 26, 2010 at the Shelby 
Lutheran Church.  Contact your local CD 
or watch your local papers for more infor-
mation. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Con’t... 

RO removal at Sanford Park;  The project was completed by DugRign Tree Trimming 
and B & S Tree Trimming services. 


